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Introduction 1

Introduction

Dear Senior Phase Teachers,

The COVID-19 Pandemic has left us with an enormous challenge in education. As we return 
to ‘normal schooling’, we all have to work smarter and harder to ensure that our system 
recovers. 

For Senior Phase EFAL teachers, it becomes more important than ever for you to focus 
on developing learners’ mastery of reading, comprehension and writing skills, and on the 
acquisition of English cognitive academic language. South Africa needs you to do your 
very best to equip your learners with these skills. 

This document is designed to help you achieve this. By systematically working through 
this plan, we are confident that you can address the loss of teaching and learning time, 
and bring your learners to the level where they need to be. 

We thank you in advance for the commitment, dedication and hard work that is required 
of you. 

You are truly building our nation.

With very best wishes for the term ahead,

The NECT EFAL Team
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Recovery ATP Requirements
• In the Recovery ATP, key skills and content are frequently repeated, which is essential for the 

development of language competency. 
• This summary is a cohesive list of all skills and content included in the Recovery ATP.

SUMMARY: LISTENING & SPEAKING 

1 Understand and use the Listening Process, including:
a Pre-Listening (Introduce the text)
b During Listening (Notetaking, interpreting, recognizing)
c Post Listening (Answer questions, compare and contrast, summarize etc.)

2 Engage with different kinds of texts (information, literary, etc.) as follows:
a Listen to the text for understanding 
b Identify main and supporting ideas
c Take notes
d Discuss the structure, characters, theme and point of view
e Ask and answer questions
f Share ideas and experiences and shows an understanding of concepts
g Identify persuasive and manipulative techniques 

3 Understand and use conventions for oral presentations, including:
a Correct register 
b Maintain the conversation (fill gaps) 
c Identify main and supporting ideas 
d Answer questions 
e Correct sequence of events 
f Mention characters correctly 
g Mention timeline 

4 Understand and use conventions for group discussions, including:
a Discussing specific ideas 
b Taking a position on ideas and refer to text to support this position 
c Relate content to own experience 
d Identify characters, theme, and point of view 
e Explain why a text was liked/disliked
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SUMMARY: READING & VIEWING

1 Understand and use the Reading Process, including:
a Pre Reading (Introduce the text, understands key features of text such as titles, headings and 

illustrations)
b During Reading (Features of the text)
c Post Reading (Answer questions, compare and contrast, evaluate, etc.)

2 Reading of a literary text
a Focus on text features
b Develop comprehension of:

• Character 
• Characterisation 
• Plot and conflict 
• Background
• Setting
• Narrator 
• Theme

3 Reading of transactional texts
a Focus on text features

• Format
• Language use 
• Target audience 

4 Reading of Poetry
a Understand the key features of a poem
b Understand internal structure, including:

• Figures of speech 
• Imagery
• Rhyme
• Rhythm

c Understand external features, including:
• Lines
• Words
• Stanzas
• Typography
• Figurative meaning
• Mood
• Theme
•  Message

5 Comprehend various texts, for example; drama (one act), short stories, short stories
6 Understand and use strategies for Reading for Comprehension, including:

a Skim for main ideas
b Independent reading 
c Scan for supporting details
d Meaning inference (infer the meaning of unfamiliar words and images) 
e Infer conclusion 
f Visualise 
g Intensive read for comprehension, including:

• The meaning of words
• Fact and opinion
• Implied meaning (inference)
• Viewpoint of writer 
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SUMMARY: WRITING & PRESENTING

1 Understand and use Process Writing, including:
a Planning & Planning strategies (e.g. mind maps)
b Drafting
c Revision
d Editing
e Proof reading and presenting

2 Learn about and write Transactional and Literary texts, for example: narrative/reflective 
paragraph, dialogue, review/diary entry, narrative/reflective essay 

3 Understand and use the conventions for writing Transactional Texts, including:
a Requirements of format, style and point of view
b Target audience, purpose and context
c Word choice 
d Appropriate language use 
e Topic sentence of paragraphs 
f Main and supporting ideas
g Use of conjunctions for cohesion 
h Appropriate words and style 
i Free expression
j Paragraph cohesion  
k Logical order of paragraphs

4 Understand and use the conventions for writing Poems, including:
a Structure of a stanza 
b Use of conjunctions for cohesion 
c Variety of sentence types, lengths and structures 
d Diction and figurative language

SUMMARY: LANGUAGE STRUCTURES AND CONVENTIONS

1 Word Level Work
a Common nouns
b Proper nouns 
c Revision on verbs 
d Finite verbs 
e Pronouns 
f Personal and possessive pronouns 
g Articles 

2 Sentence Level Work
a Simple sentences
b Statements 
c Simple present and past tense 
d Subject
e  Subject-verb agreement 
f Subject and predicate 



Recovery ATP Requirements 5

3 Punctuation & Spelling
a Full stop
b Comma
c Colon 
d Semi-colon 
e Capital and lower-case letters 
f Dictionary use 
g Spelling patterns 
h Spelling rules  

4 Word Meaning
a Synonym
b Antonym
c Rhymes 
d Borrowed words 
e Idioms 
f Proverbs 
g Alliteration 
h Similes 
i Metaphors 
j Homophones 

5 Vocabulary in context 
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Recovery Teaching and Learning
Now more than ever it is important to maximise the impact of EFAL teaching and learning.

This can be done in the following ways:
1 Create and follow a cycle routine. Do the same kinds of lessons, in the same order over a 

two-week period. As learners become familiar with the routine and lesson types, they can focus 
on the content of the lesson, rather than trying to work out what is expected of them. 

2 Explicitly teach vocabulary. Learners need to acquire cognitive academic language 
proficiency (CALP). This is the kind of language that will help them to express themselves at 
an academic level. Select the vocabulary to teach from the theme reading texts and related 
concepts. Give learners multiple opportunities to use the new vocabulary in all the different 
skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 

3 Support learning through scaffolding. Model all activities – show learners what is expected 
of them, rather than telling them. Provide frameworks for written work. These frameworks 
should model the correct format and structure of a genre. Make the use of scaffolding optional 
– learners who do not need the support should not have to use it.

4 Support learning through repetition. Always remember that EFAL is an additional language. 
Carefully structured repetition can be a powerful language learning tool. Read texts a number 
of times, focussing on different aspects with each read. Use the same texts for a number of 
different activities, to allow learners to deepen their understanding of the text and related 
concepts and to consolidate vocabulary. 

Creating a Routine for Language Learning 
• One of the best ways to ensure that time allocation is CAPS compliant, and that all ATP skills 

and content are covered, is to develop and use a routine for language learning.
• In each 2-week cycle, all the components of language learning must be covered as follows:

CAPS TIME ALLOCATION GRADES 7–9

Listening & Speaking 2 hours

Reading & Viewing 3 h 30 min

Writing & Presenting 3 h 30 min

Language Structures & Conventions 1 hour

TOTAL 10 HOURS

• What follows is an example CAPS-aligned cycle routine, that you may choose to use
• Following this example routine and the example lesson activities will ensure that:

a The CAPS time allocations for each component are correct
b The CAPS skills and content requirements are met
c There is a logical progression from receptive language to expressive language in every theme
d Learners are supported through repetition and scaffolding
e The learning programme is text-based and communicative, as per CAPS

• When planning the content for each cycle, please consider:
a A theme for each cycle. The ‘Curriculum Planner’ framework from page 12 includes suggested 

themes, texts and activities for all the approved LTSM. 
b The ‘Summary of the Recovery ATP’ on pages 4–7. For each lesson, please consider the specific skills 

and content that will be covered.
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Official Tracking of Curriculum Coverage
In order to standardise the tracking of curriculum coverage, the DBE is implementing an Annual 
Teaching Plan Guide for Home Language and EFAL to ensure that all teachers cover a minimum 
number of informal or formative activities every year. 
• Please note that the requirements are the same for both Home Language and EFAL. 
• The purpose of this guide is to ensure that proper attention is given to informal and formative 

activities, as well as to the specified formal assessment tasks. 

The first form that follows is the official DBE Annual Teaching Plan Guide for EFAL. 
• This gives you a clear idea of the minimum number of informal or formative activities that must 

be completed over the course of the year.

The second form is a simple ATP Tracker for EFAL.
• This form provides space for you to keep a record of the required activities for the term. 
• It also has space to record the date for each activity, as an easy reference for verification. 

The DBE will soon require this data to be captured on the SA SAMS system. 
• This form includes all the details required for this process.
• It is good practice to start recording the required data from this point onwards.
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CAPS ANNUAL TEACHING PLAN GUIDE
ENGLISH FIRST ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE

TRACKING OF MINIMUM INFORMAL ACTIVITIES COMPLETED
Term 1

Listening & Speaking 
(Oral) informal 
activities
4 x L&S
5 x Read Aloud

Term 1
9 Activities

JA
N

FE
B

M
AR

Activity dates for verification 
(evidence in learner books, lesson 
plans or informal assessment 
records)

Target 1 4 4

Actual 

Reading & 
Comprehension 
informal activities
3 x Literary / Non-Literary
1 x Visual
1 x Summary

Term 1
5 Activities

JA
N

FE
B

M
AR

Activity dates for verification 
(evidence in learner books, lesson 
plans or informal assessment 
records)

Target 1 2 2

Actual 

Literature informal 
activities
3 x Activities (choose from
Poetry, Folktales or 
Novel)

Term 1
3 Activities

JA
N

FE
B

M
AR

Activity dates for verification 
(evidence in learner books, lesson 
plans or informal assessment 
records)

Target 1 1 1

Actual 

Extended / Independent 
Reading

Target 15 15 15 (average number of pages read 
by learners per day, monitored by 
parent or guardian using reading 
card)

Actual

Writing informal 
activities
1 x Essay
4 x Transactional

Term 1
5 Activities

JA
N

FE
B

M
AR

Activity dates for verification 
(evidence in learner books, lesson 
plans or informal assessment 
records)

Target 1 2 2

Actual 

Language Structure & 
Conventions informal 
activities
9 x Activities 

Term 1
9 Activities

JA
N

FE
B

M
AR

Activity dates for verification 
(evidence in learner books, lesson 
plans or informal assessment 
records)

Target 1 4 4

Actual 



30 Grade 7 • Term 1 • English First Additional Language

Programme of Formal Assessment 
• There are 3 formal assessment tasks for Grade 7 Term 1.
• Please complete these tasks as detailed below.

These examples may be used as is or adapted for your context. 

GRADE 7 TERM 1 PROGRAMME OF FORMAL ASSESSMENT

FORMAL
ASSESSMENT
TASK

ACTIVITY MARKS DATE COMPLETED

1 Read aloud 
(see rubric below)

20 Listen to individual learners read aloud throughout 
the term. This can be completed in Term 2. 

2 Write a narrative or 
reflective essay 
(see rubric below)

30 Written during the course of the term.

3 Response to text 
(see assessment task 
and memorandum 
below)

50 Activities for this task do not have to be written in 
one session.

Total 100
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Choose ONE of the following Writing Tasks for FAT 2:

FAT 2 NARRATIVE ESSAY (SUGGESTED RUBRIC)

MARKS Maximum total of 30

CONTENT 0-2 3-4 5-6 7-8 8-10

10 The learner’s 
response is 
irrelevant to the 
topic and is not 
a story.

The learner’s 
response is not 
totally relevant 
to the topic, but 
the learner has 
got the idea of a 
story.

The learner’s 
response is 
relevant to the 
topic and there 
are characters 
and a plot. 

The learner’s 
response is 
interesting. An 
effort has been 
made to be 
original. There 
are characters 
and there is 
a conflict in 
the story. The 
topic is handled 
creatively.

The learner’s 
response is 
interesting 
and catches 
the reader’s 
attention. There 
are characters 
and there is a 
conflict or tension 
which is resolved.  
It exceeds 
expectations. 

STRUCTURE 1 2 3 4 5

5 The essay is not 
organised into 
a beginning, a 
middle and an 
end. There are 
no paragraphs. 
There is no 
connection 
between 
the ideas 
presented.

The essay has 
attempted to 
use paragraphs 
with a logical 
flow. But many 
ideas seem to 
be missing. The 
ideas are not 
connected.

The essay has 
a beginning, a 
middle and an 
end. There are 
paragraphs but 
they are not 
fully developed. 
The ideas 
are not well-
connected. 

The essay is 
organised and 
the story has a 
solid structure 
developed 
through 
paragraphs.  
The ideas are 
connected and 
the essay flows 
well. 

The essay is well 
organised into 
an introduction, 
development 
of the plot and 
an ending. The 
learner has used 
paragraphs. The 
ideas are well 
connected and 
the essay flows 
very well.

PLANNING 1 2 3 4 5

5 The learner 
does not make 
a plan OR the 
learner’s plan is 
irrelevant.

The learner 
makes a plan 
before writing. 
The learner 
attempts to use 
their plan. 

The learner 
makes a plan 
before writing. 
The learner 
uses some ideas 
from their plan 
to inform their 
drafting. 

The learner 
makes a plan 
before writing. 
The learner 
uses their plan 
to inform their 
drafting. 

The learner 
makes a plan 
before writing. 
The learner uses 
the plan to inform 
their drafting 
and expands on 
the plan with 
creativity.
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FAT 2 NARRATIVE ESSAY (SUGGESTED RUBRIC)

EDITING / 
LSC

0-2 3-4 5-6 7-8 8-10

10 The learner 
has not used 
adverbs or 
adjectives. 
There is no 
direct speech. 
The learner 
does not edit 
their own work.

The learner 
has tried to use 
adverbs and 
adjectives.  The 
learner has 
tried to make 
the characters 
speak.  The 
learner 
attempts to 
edit their own 
work, but there 
are many errors 
remaining.

The learner 
uses adverbs 
and adjectives. 
There is an 
attempt at 
direct speech. 
The learner 
edits their own 
work to correct 
grammar, 
spelling and 
punctuation, 
but there are 
still some 
errors.

The learner 
uses adverbs 
and adjectives. 
The direct 
speech adds to 
the story.  The 
learner edits 
their own work 
and mostly 
corrects their 
grammar, 
spelling and 
punctuation.

The learner 
uses adverbs 
and adjectives. 
Direct speech 
is effective. 
The learner 
successfully edits 
their own work to 
correct grammar, 
spelling and 
punctuation.

FAT 2 REFLECTIVE ESSAY (SUGGESTED RUBRIC)

MARKS Maximum total of 30

CONTENT 0-2 3-4 5-6 7-8 8-10

10 The learner’s 
response is 
irrelevant to the 
topic, confused 
and vague.  

The learner’s 
response is not 
totally relevant 
to the topic, 
but the learner 
has retold an 
incident. Still 
unclear and 
confusing.

The learner’s 
response is 
relevant to 
the topic and 
satisfactory. 
There is an 
attempt at 
reflecting on an 
incident. 

The learner’s 
response is 
interesting and 
shows a good 
understanding 
of the task. The 
topic is handled 
creatively.

The learner’s 
response is 
excellent. The 
learner has retold 
and described 
an incident. 
The learner has 
reflected on their 
feelings and 
thoughts after 
the incident. 
It exceeds 
expectations. 

STRUCTURE 1 2 3 4 5

5 The essay is 
not organised. 
There are no 
paragraphs. 
There is no 
connection 
between 
the ideas 
presented.

The essay has 
attempted to 
use paragraphs 
with a logical 
flow. But many 
ideas seem to 
be missing. The 
ideas are not 
connected. 

The essay has 
paragraphs, 
but they are not 
fully developed. 
The ideas 
are not well-
connected. 

The essay is 
organised and 
has a logical 
structure 
describing and 
then reflecting 
on the incident. 
The ideas are 
connected 
through the 
paragraphs and 
the essay flows 
well. 

The essay is well 
organised. The 
learner has used 
well-written 
paragraphs. The 
ideas are well 
connected and 
the essay flows 
very well.
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FAT 2 REFLECTIVE ESSAY (SUGGESTED RUBRIC)

PLANNING 1 2 3 4 5

5 The learner 
does not make 
a plan OR the 
learner’s plan is 
irrelevant.

The learner 
makes a plan 
before writing. 
The learner 
attempts to use 
their plan. 

The learner 
makes a plan 
before writing. 
The learner 
uses some ideas 
from their plan 
to inform their 
drafting. 

The learner 
makes a plan 
before writing. 
The learner 
uses their plan 
to inform their 
drafting. 

The learner 
makes a plan 
before writing. 
The learner uses 
the plan to inform 
their drafting 
and expands on 
the plan with 
creativity.

EDITING / 
LSC

0-2 3-4 5-6 7-8 8-10

10 The learner has 
not written in 
the first person. 
The language 
and tone are 
not appropriate.  
The learner 
does not edit 
their own work.

The learner 
has tried to use 
the first person 
to tell about 
the incident. 
The learner 
attempts to 
edit their own 
work, but there 
are many errors 
remaining.

The learner uses 
the first person 
and is starting 
to create 
the correct 
reflective tone. 
The learner 
edits their own 
work to correct 
grammar, 
spelling and 
punctuation, 
but there are 
still some 
errors.

The learner uses 
the first person. 
The language 
and tone show 
a sense of 
looking back 
and reflecting 
on something 
that happened. 
The learner 
edits their 
own work and 
mostly corrects 
their grammar, 
spelling and 
punctuation.

The learner 
writes in the 
first person. The 
learner describes 
an incident and 
then reflects on 
it and reveals 
thoughts and 
feelings from the 
incident. Mature 
and appropriate. 
The learner 
successfully edits 
their own work to 
correct grammar, 
spelling and 
punctuation.

FAT 3 RESPONSE TO TEXT

MARKS Maximum total of 50

OBJECTIVE • Literary/Non-literary text (20 marks)
• Visual text (10 marks)
• Language Structures and Conventions (20 marks)

IMPLEMENTATION • These assessments do not have to be written in one session.

ACTIVITY 1 Hand out the assessment tasks to learners.
2 Read through the texts and papers once. 
3 Explain what is required of learners. 
4 Collect the assessments and mark them using the memoranda provided. 
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Term 1 FAT 3 Response to Texts
PART A: READING COMPREHENSION 

NAME: ________________________________________

INSTRUCTIONS: 
• Read the text below twice.
• Answer the questions that follow.

1

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3

 
4

 
 
5

 
 
 
6

Amazing African Author

At the age of just 7 years old, Michelle 
Nkamankeng, became South Africa and 
Africa’s youngest author. Michelle started 
writing books after a visit to the local 
bookstore with her mother. ‘I realised that 
the children’s books were written by adults.’ 
She asked herself why children did not write 
their own stories. ‘Children have beautiful 
tales and thoughts. Surely we could write 
about our own adventures and share that 
with the world?’

She was determined to lead by example. Her 
first book, Waiting for the Waves, is about 
5-year old Titi who, through the support of 
her family, conquers her fear of big waves. 
Her second published book was The Little 
Girl Who Believes in Herself. This book tells 
the story of a girl who, after overcoming her 
fears, starts dreaming big about her life. 
Her third book, The Little Mouse, is about 
a little mouse, Jerry, who lives with a mean cat, Luika, and a boy called Tom. They have to resolve 
the challenge of living together. Her books are popular and enjoyed locally and in 2019 they were 
published internationally in Portuguese. 

Now in Grade 8, Michelle is looking further than her children’s books to see how she use her voice to 
help young people and advance children’s rights. In the last few years, she has accomplished a lot. 

She took part in the Nelson Mandela Children’s Parliament where young people developed the first 
SA Children’s Manifesto – a framework that will ensure the government prioritises children’s rights 
and well-being.

In 2019, she became the #RaisetheGrade ambassador. Her goal was to raise awareness of the 
troubling quality of South Africa’s education system and to work towards getting government to 
improve it. She was also part of the movement’s #TurnThePage which supports and encourages a 
culture of reading. 

Michelle was very active during the lockdown. She worked hard to promote reading for children. On 
social media, she uploaded videos of inspiration and reminded young people that everyone has their 
own unique talents and has something to give the world. 

Nkamankeng, M. Twitter, Twitter, https://
twitter.com/michelle_n23
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7

 
 
8

 
9

She has won several awards including, The Youth Diplomacy Ubuntu Award by the Department 
of International Relations and Co-operation. This was presented to her in 2020 by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa in recognition of her being the youngest person flying the South African flag globally.

Through her Michelle Nkamankeng Foundation, she has collected over 1 000 books she shared with 
schools, orphanages and charity organisations.

Michelle has encouraged children to follow their dreams. ‘Don’t let anybody get in your way, and if 
you can’t read you can’t write.’

QUESTIONS:

1 How old was Michelle when she got her first book published? [1]
Michelle was…

2 Why did she start writing children’s books? (Please answer using your own words.) [2]
She started writing books because...

3 Reread paragraph 2. 
What is a theme (idea) that Michelle writes about in her books? [1]
a Solving challenges
b Going to the beach
c Children who are afraid

4 How do you know that children in Portugal wanted to read Michelle’s books? [1]
Children in Portugal wanted to read Michelle’s books so …

5 Reread paragraph 5. 
What does the # mean in #RaisetheGrade and #TurnThePage? [1]
The # means…

6 Reread paragraph 7.
a What award did President Ramaphosa present to Michelle in 2020?  [1]

President Ramaphosa presented the …Award.
b True or false: Michelle got an award for holding the South African flag.

Explain your answer. [2]
True/False. Michelle got the award…

7 Name the organisation that Michelle has started to collect books and do her work. [1]
…

8 Write down three adjectives that you feel describe the kind of person Michelle is. [3]
I can infer Michelle is …, … and ….

9 The text lists several things Michelle has done. Which do you think is the most impressive 
and why? [2]
I think … is the most impressive because…

10 Why do you think it is so important to promote reading? [2]
I think reading is so important because…

11 If you ever met Michelle Nkamankeng, what would you say to her? [2]
I would say/ask…

12 What is something you would like to do that would help the youth of South Africa? [1]
I would love to…

 [TOTAL MARKS: 20]
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TERM 1 FAT 3: RESPONSE TO TEXTS
PART B: READING COMPREHENSION – VISUAL TEXT

NAME: ________________________________________

INSTRUCTIONS: 
• Look at the image below.
• Answer the questions that follow.

QUESTIONS:

1 Is this image showing something real? Justify (explain) your answer.  [2]
This image is showing… because…

2 What do you think is the message of this picture? (What was the artist trying to say about 
reading?) [2]
I think the message of this picture is…

3 What do you think the boy is feeling? Look at the expression on the boy’s face. Write down an 
adjective that describes his expression. [1]
…

4 Name one thing that is coming out of the book you would love to see. Why? [1]
I would love to see… because…
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5 Reading can benefit (help) us in many ways:
• It improves concentration and memory.
• It helps us connect to others and understand other people’s situations.
• It grows our vocabulary.
• It increases our knowledge.
Which of these do you think is the most important benefit of reading? Why?  [2]
I think… is the most important because… 

6 Choose the word that correctly completes the expression:
She loves to read. She always has her _____ in a book.
a eyes
b nose
c brain [1]

7 What do you think would be an appropriate caption (label) for this image? [1]
…

 [TOTAL MARKS: 10]
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TERM 1 FAT 3 RESPONSE TO TEXTS
PART C: LANGUAGE IN CONTEXT 

NAME: ________________________________________

INSTRUCTIONS: 
• Read the comprehension text and visual text again.
• Answer the questions that follow.

QUESTIONS:

1 Change the following sentences into the simple present tense:
a At the age of just 7 years old, Michelle Nkamankeng, became South Africa and Africa’s 

youngest author.  [1]
b She asked herself why children did not write their own stories. [1]
c Now in Grade 8, Michelle is looking further than her children’s books. [1]

2 Change the following underlined verbs into the present progressive:
a She worked hard to promote reading for children.  [1]
b On social media, she uploaded videos of inspiration. [1]
c Michelle has encouraged children to follow their dreams.  [1]

3 Change the following into the future tense:
Through her Michelle Nkamankeng Foundation, she has collected over 1 000 books. [1]

4 Change the sentence into the passive voice:
Michelle has written several successful children’s books. [1]

5 Put the following into indirect speech:
‘Children have beautiful tales and thoughts,’ Michelle said to her mother. [2] 

6 Reread paragraph 1 and find and write down an example of:
a an adjective ________________
b a common noun ________________
c a proper noun __________________
d a preposition __________________
e a pronoun _________________ [5]

7 Fill in the correct form of the adjective: comparative or superlative.
a Michelle Nkamankeng is one of the (creative) people I have heard of.  [1] 
b Winning the Ubuntu Award is (good) than winning a sports match.  [1]

8 Fill in the apostrophes correctly.
Michelles books and success show that shes a determined, hard-working person. [2]

9 Write down two sentences using write and right to show you understand the different meanings 
of each word.
a write ___________________________________________________________________ [1]
b right __________________________________________________________________ [1]

10 Underline the conjunction (linking word) to join the main and dependent clause so that the 
sentence makes sense:
Michelle was working hard to promote literacy on social media (nor/ and/ so/ while) her friends 
were focused on their school marks.  [1]
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11 Choose the idiom that fits best.
Even though she was so young, Michelle showed the world that you ___________. 
a know every trick in the book 
b can’t judge a book by its cover
c read the small print   [1]

 [TOTAL MARKS: 20]
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Grade 7 Formal Assessment Task Memorandum 
TERM 1 FORMAL ASSESSMENT TASK 3: RESPONSE TO TEXTS 

PART A: READING COMPREHENSION

1 Michelle was 7 years old when her first book was published.  [1]
2 She started writing books because she realised that all children’s books were written by adults 

and she realised that children had lovely stories and ideas to share and they could also write 
books for other children. [2]

3 Solving challenges [1]
4 Children in Portugal wanted to read Michelle’s books, so her books have been translated into 

Portuguese. [1]
5 The # means that this is a cause people are working to fix./This is a problem people want to 

make others aware of./This is something that people feel strongly about.  [1]
6 a President Ramaphosa presented the Youth Diplomacy Ubuntu Award. [1]

b False. Michelle won the award for representing South Africa internationally.  [2]
7 Michelle Nkamankeng Foundation  [1]
8 I can infer Michelle is clever/brave/determined/strong-minded /creative /imaginative/ 

resourceful / confident / and any other appropriate adjectives. [3]
9 I think … is the most impressive because… Learner must choose something from the text and 

have a good reason for this choice. [2]
10 I think reading is so important because it improves vocabulary/ increases imagination / teaches 

us many things / helps us understand other people / tells us how people solve problems / tells 
us how people lived long ago / helps us concentrate and focus / any appropriate reason [2]

11 I would say/ask… Learner’s own appropriate response. [2]
12 I would love to… Learner’s own appropriate response. [1]

 [TOTAL MARKS: 20]

PART B: READING COMPREHENSION – VISUAL TEXT

1 This image is showing something that is not real, because when we read, the things we read 
about so not actually come out of the book! [2]

2 I think the message of this picture is that reading can make us imagine and see things that we 
are reading about./ …reading can teach us about lots of things we didn’t know before./ other 
appropriate responses. [2]

3 happy/peaceful/interested/absorbed/entertained/other appropriate adjective [1]
4 I would love to see… because… learner’s own appropriate response with good reason [1]
5 I think… is the most important because… learner’s own response with reason
6 She loves to read. She always has her _____ in a book.

b nose [1]
7 Reading brings happiness/ So much to read about / Boy loves reading / Nothing like a good 

book / any appropriate caption  [1]

 [TOTAL MARKS: 10]



PART C: LANGUAGE IN CONTEXT 

1 Change the following sentences into the simple present tense:
a At the age of just 7 years old, Michelle Nkamankeng, becomes South Africa and Africa’s 

youngest author.  [1]
b She asks herself why children did not write their own stories. [1]
c Now in Grade 8, Michelle looks further than her children’s books. [1]

2 Change the following underlined verbs into the present progressive:
a She was working hard to promote reading for children.  [1]
b On social media, she was uploading videos of inspiration. [1]
c Michelle was encouraging children to follow their dreams.  [1]

3 Change the following into the future tense:
Through her Michelle Nkamankeng Foundation, she will collect over 1 000 books. [1]

4 Change the sentence into the passive voice:
Several successful children’s books were written by Michelle. [1]

5 Put the following into indirect speech:
Michelle said to her mother that children had beautiful tales and thoughts. [2] 

6 Reread paragraph 1 and find and write down an example of:
a an adjective – youngest/local/own/beautiful
b a common noun – years/aythor/books/bookstore/mother/children/adults/stories/tales/ 

thoughts/ adventures/ world
c a proper noun – Michelle/ Nkamankeng/South Africa/Africa
d a preposition – of/after/to/with/by/about 
e a pronoun – her/I/she/their/our  [5]

7 Fill in the correct form of the adjective: comparative or superlative.
a Michelle Nkamankeng is one of the most creative people I have heard of.  [1]
b Winning the Ubuntu Award is better than winning a sports match.  [1]

8 Fill in the apostrophes correctly.
Michelle’s books and success show that she’s a determined, hard-working person. [2]

9 Write down two sentences using write and right to show you understand the different meanings 
of each word.
a write – for example, Michelle writes stories. (verb)  [1]
b right – 3 possibilities of meanings: for example, Don’t turn left, turn right./ She always has 

the right answer in class./Everyone has a right to an education.  [1]
10 Underline the conjunction (linking word) to join the main and dependent clause so that the 

sentence makes sense:
Michelle was working hard to promote literacy on social media (nor and/so/ while) her friends 
were focused on their school marks.  [1] 

11 Choose the idiom that fits best.
Even though she was so young, Michelle showed the world that you ___________.  
a can’t judge a book by its cover

 [TOTAL MARKS: 20]
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